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Winter Weather Woes at Lake Forest College
By Emma Overton ‘22 
News Editor
What ABC7 Chicago called 
“historic cold” from January 29 
to 31 ended a month of winter 
weather events and 
safety warnings at Lake 
Forest College. From 
warnings regarding 
pedestrian safety and 
recommendations for 
winter weather attire to 
announcements about 
class cancellations and 
campus closings, the 
campus community was 
reminded to exercise 
caution and common 
sense when traversing 
areas on and around the 
Lake Forest College 
campus. 
When the College’s 
Director of Campus 
Safety Richard Cohen 
issued the first of a 
series of campus-wide 
emails on January 13—
just after freezing rain 
covered parking lots 
and sidewalks and while 
heavy, wet snow was 
beginning to blanket the 
campus—he reminded 
the campus community 
to exercise caution 
when faced with winter 
weather conditions. In a 
campus-wide email, Cohen 
reminded everyone “to drive 
carefully and be especially 
watchful for pedestrians.” He 
alluded to Illinois law that 
states that pedestrian rights 
are not absolute. “While 
[pedestrians] do have the 
‘right-of-way,’ [they] certainly 
should not be cavalier in 
[their] travels,” he said.
According to the Illinois 
Legal Aid website regarding 
pedestrian safety, “Pedestrians 
in a crosswalk have the right 
of way, so drivers must yield. 
However, pedestrians do 
not have an unlimited right 
to barge into a crosswalk 
whenever and however they 
like. They should wait until 
it’s safe.”
Winter weather reminders 
continued on January 22 when 
Vice President of Student 
Affairs and Dean of Students 
Andrea Conner advised 
that students should “give 
[themselves] more time to get 
to [their] destination and walk 
more slowly.” 
“I know that there is only so 
much the school can do, but it 
doesn’t help me feel any more 
safe,” Tyree Singleton ’20 said. 
Monica Sosani ‘20 also had 
an opinion on pedestrian 
safety. “One time the 
sidewalks did not have rock 
salt, and I slipped twice while 
trying to go back to my dorm,” 
Sosani said.
 “I don’t always feel the 
safest walking on campus in 
the winter,” Sarah Coffman ‘21 
agreed. “I have almost fallen a 
few times already this year.” 
Ellerese Topacio ‘20 is 
always extra cautious, even 
if the sidewalks are cleared 
of snow. “I never know when 
there is black ice or blowing 
snow obstructing the path,” 
Topacio said.
After WGN weather 
reports described last 
week’s weather “a polar 
vortex threatening to 
break records and reduce 
temperatures to those 
common in Antarctica,” 
a series of emails from 
Conner reported that 
campus administrators 
decided to cancel classes 
until 1 p.m. on Monday, 
January 28 due to snow, 
and cancel all classes on 
Wednesday, January 30 
and until 1 p.m. again on 
Thursday, January 31 due 
to extreme cold.
On Wednesday, 
January 30 as 
temperatures in Lake 
Forest reached a low 
of -23 degrees and wind 
chills hovered at -54, 
Angela Addante ‘22 said 
that canceling classes and 
closing offices “was the 
right thing to do . . . this 
cold is not safe. I am glad 
the college considered 
our well-being over 
anything else.”
Emma Overton can be 
reached at overtoneg@lfc.edu
By Emma Overton ‘22 & 
Pouriya Soltani ‘22
News Editor & Staff Writer
In honor of the observance 
of the national Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day holiday, 
the Office of Intercultural 
Relations (OIR) held its 25th 
annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. celebration on Friday, 
January 18 and on Monday, 
January 21 on campus. 
On Friday, OIR presented 
a Community Art Workshop 
in the Skybox that, according 
to OIR’s Director Claudia 
Ramirez Islas, “gave 
students, faculty and staff an 
opportunity to create art that 
followed [this year’s] theme 
of ‘Call to Action,’ using [the 
mediums of either] paint or 
poetry.” Islas further noted 
that “[t]he art projects were 
put on display at the Monday, 
January 21 program . . . for 
folks to enjoy at the reception 
following the event.” 
Jocelyne Sanchez ’20, who 
participated in the Friday 
workshop, said she “made 
a piece with a quote by 
Martin Luther King Jr. that 
really spoke to tough times 
right now.” The painting 
also included “a picture of 
Donald Trump with a  slash 
through him because of his 
discrimination,” she said. “I 
really liked this event. [It is] 
truly important to speak on 
issues that matter.” 
The Lily Reid Holt 
Memorial Chapel was 
the setting for Monday’s 
celebration, featuring  keynote 
speaker Jarrett Neal, author 
of What Color is Your 
Hoodie: Essays on Black Gay 
Identity. Neal’s book was a 
finalist for the 2016 Lambda 
Literary Award, an award 
that—according to Lambda’s 
website—“[identifies] and 
[honors] the best lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender 
books.” Goodreads describes 
Neal’s book as “thirteen 
candid and provocative 
essays [that report] on the 
status of black gay men in the 
new millennium, examining 
classism among black gay 
men, [and] racism within the 
gay community.”
During his address, 
Neal said that “all those 
who attend[ed] this event 
[engaged] in an act of 
resistance.” He urged action 
against injustice, quoting 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
statement that “injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” Neal also posed 
a question to the audience: 
“If King could believe it, we 
could achieve it, but, have 
we?” 
Following Neal’s talk, 
Camry Sanders ’20 shared 
in an article on the college’s 
Office of Communications 
and Marketing website that 
“I found it interesting that 
[Neal] said that everything 
that we do is art and we can 
use that to fight for the greater 
good.”
The Monday event also 
included a display of the “Call 
to Action” artwork created 
during Friday’s Community 
Art Workshop, as well as 
a performance by Voice of 
the Inner Peace, a gospel 
choir from North Chicago, 
acclaimed on its Facebook 
page as “the longest-standing 
community choir in Lake 
County, Illinois.”
As the event concluded, a 
group of students lit a special 
unity candle that hails from 
the campus’ first Martin 
Luther King Jr. celebration 
in 1994. Islas said “alumnus 
Jason A. Neal ‘99 noted 
‘the unity candle ceremony 
symbolizes many things. First, 
it represents community, the 
coming together of people in 
fellowship . . . [b]eing an active 
part of the life of this campus 
is both a privilege and a 
responsibility of every student, 
staff and faculty member, 
administrator and trustee 
of this institution. Second, 
it represents the amazing 
cultural diversity represented 
on this campus, . . . [and third 
it] also symbolizes the need for 
the struggle to continue.’” 
Emma Overton can be 
reached at overtoneg@lfc.edu 
and Pouriya Soltani can be 
reached at soltanip@lfc.edu
College Observes Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Instagram @sugata.banerji
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By Pouriya Soltani ‘22
Staff Writer 
The Lake Forest College 
Coalition Against Sexual 
Misconduct, the Title IX 
Office, and the Gender, 
Sexuality, and Women’s 
Studies Department hosted a 
panel on January 16 detailing 
the proposed changes to 
Title IX. The panelists 
were Title IX Coordinator 
Joan Slavin, Head Softball 
Coach and Co-Chair of the 
Coalition Against Sexual 
Misconduct (CASM) Joe 
Kinsella, Associate Professor 
of Communication Elizabeth 
Benacka, 
Assistant 
Director of 
Counseling 
Services Ed 
Neumann, 
and CASM 
member 
Uche Okeke 
‘21. The 
event was 
facilitated 
by Associate 
Dean of 
Students and 
Co-Chair of 
CASM Erin 
Hoffman.
The panel 
began by 
providing 
background 
information 
about what 
Title IX is 
and what 
the proposed 
changes mean. Title IX is a 
federal law that prohibits sex 
discrimination at educational 
institutions that receive 
federal funding. From a legal 
perspective, the law makes 
educational institutions 
respond appropriately to 
sexual harassment and 
violence. During Barack 
Obama’s presidency, a 
comprehensive guidance 
plan was implemented and 
expanded in a 2011 “Dear 
Colleague” letter and an FAQ 
in 2014. In the fall of 2018, the 
new Trump Administration 
rescinded the previous 
guidance and issued interim 
guidance until there could 
be finalized regulations. 
In November 2018, the 
Department of Education 
issued proposed regulations. 
The proposed regulations, 
available for view on the 
Department of Education’s 
website or on Regulations.
gov, diverge heavily from 
the guidance from the 
previous administration. The 
College’s panel highlighted 
several key aspects of the 
proposed changes, as well 
as instructions and tips for 
submitting comments to the 
Department of Education 
for consideration as the 
Department prepares to 
finalize the regulations on this 
topic.
A major change made in 
the proposed regulations 
was the revised definition of 
sexual harassment, which was 
narrowed and would include 
the following: 1) sexual assault 
as defined in the Clery Act; 2) 
a quid pro quo situation; or 3) 
“unwelcome conduct on the 
basis of sex that is so severe, 
pervasive, and objectively 
offensive that it effectively 
denies a person equal access 
to the [school’s] education 
program or activity”.
The proposed changes 
include changing institutional 
enforcement standards, in 
which the Department of 
Education will not hold 
schools liable unless they 
are “deliberately indifferent” 
to known complaints. The 
institutions would be given 
options for how to respond to 
a sexual assault, with schools 
being obligated to follow 
their grievance policies when 
resolving formal complaints 
as well as informal complaints 
being satisfied by providing 
supportive measures to those 
affected. Under the proposed 
rules, sexual harassment 
outside of campus programs 
and activities would not 
require investigation by the 
school, even if the conduct 
affects student education. 
Schools would not need to 
investigate sexual harassment 
by members of the community 
toward students and staff if 
it is not connected to school 
programs. This means that 
schools must dismiss formal 
Title IX complaints if the 
conduct falls outside school 
programs or if the events did 
not meet the new definition 
of sexual harassment. The 
proposed regulations would 
also change requirements on 
reporting an incident, with 
any “responsible employee” 
not obligated by Title IX to 
report misconduct if they have 
knowledge of an incident 
as they were previously 
guided to do. Instead, only 
complaints taken to the Title 
IX coordinator or another 
administrator with the 
authority to act to address 
sexual harassment would 
count as notice to the school. 
Also under the proposed 
regulations, a complaint 
of sexual harassment must 
now be investigated only if it 
was formally written. These 
proposed regulations also 
provide that the Title IX 
Coordinator must file a formal 
complaint if there are multiple 
reports about one alleged 
perpetrator.
The proposed regulations—
if approved—would allow 
schools to use either the “clear 
and convincing evidence” 
or the “preponderance 
of evidence” standard to 
investigate complaints. The 
proposed rule also states that 
schools must deem the alleged 
perpetrator “innocent” until 
proven otherwise.
The proposed regulations 
provide restrictions on 
schools’ ability to impose 
interim measures during an 
investigation. While schools 
may suspend a student during 
an investigation in some 
cases, the suspended student 
is allowed to challenge 
the school’s ruling. In the 
proposed rules, schools are 
now allowed to use mediation 
even in incidents involving 
sexual violence. It is presently 
unclear if the provisions 
about mediation apply only 
to the resolution of formal 
complaints.
Under prior rules, each 
school could conduct its 
investigation using whatever 
method worked best for 
the institution, including 
investigation only, live hearing 
only, or a hybrid model. The 
proposed rules make the 
live hearing a must in every 
process. The proposed rules 
also provide that someone 
other than the Title IX 
Coordinator or investigator 
must be the decision-maker. 
Also, investigations must have 
a formal written outcome 
concluding the entire aspects 
of the incident.
Another proposed change 
is the inclusion of mandatory 
cross-examination with each 
party present at hearings—in 
one way or another; this was 
something prohibited by prior 
rules. If a party or witness 
does not participate in cross-
examination, their testimony 
must be disregarded by the 
school. During hearings, the 
role of advisors was greatly 
expanded in the proposed 
regulations. Now, advisors, 
who could be anyone that 
a party knows such as an 
attorney, must conduct 
cross-examinations for the 
respective party. Such a 
rule change would make 
having an advisor necessary 
during the process, and 
schools would be required 
to assign one “aligned” in the 
respective party’s interest if 
they do not provide their own. 
Another change to schools 
investigating misconduct 
is the removal of specific 
timeframes for resolutions. 
Under the proposed 
regulations, schools can 
postpone investigations “for a 
good cause.”
In addition, the proposed 
rules allow 
schools 
to punish 
participants 
who provide 
misleading 
or false 
information, 
too, because 
they omit 
a provision 
prohibiting 
retaliation for 
participating 
in the 
process.
The panel 
ended with 
tips for 
commenting 
on the 
proposed 
regulations 
to the 
Department 
of Education. 
The 
Department is obligated 
to reply to substantive 
comments. Substantive 
comments could delay or 
result in significant changes 
to the proposed rules. The 
tips encouraged students 
to file respectful comments, 
using personal narrative or 
data, if possible, on any issues 
of concern to them and then 
submit those comments to 
Regulations.gov.
After the panel, the floor 
was open for the audience’s 
response in the form of 
questions and comments. 
One audience member 
asked, “Who brought out 
these changes and why?” 
Some panelists believed 
that the current Secretary of 
Education, Betsy DeVos, 
was leading the push for 
change, backed by the 
administration and advocates 
for respondents’ rights. 
Continued on Pg. 3
Title IX Panel Discusses Potential Changes
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Dear Readers,
If you haven’t seen me 
around as much this semester, 
it’s because I’m in the Loop! I 
am tackling two internships: 
one at The University of 
Chicago Press and another at 
Open Books, both of which 
help me serve as a better 
Editor-in-Chief. I come back 
to campus on some weekends 
to do work for The Stentor, 
so feel free to reach out if 
you’re interested in writing or 
if you just want to make a new 
connection with me or any 
staff members of The Stentor. 
We are happy to continue 
to inform the student body 
about what happens at our 
College, and we thank you for 
supporting us. 
- Sangjun Hornewer ‘20
Editor’s 
Note
Title IX Continued from Pg. 2
Winter Gala | Feb. 23rd | $25
Another question was on 
the topic of cross-examination; 
this audience member seemed 
confused about the exact 
ramifications of the proposed 
rules. The panelists voiced 
their concern about the 
possibility that survivors could 
be re-traumatized at a hearing 
and in cross-examination. 
Neumann stated that a 
cross-examination could be 
extremely triggering for a 
person and may cause undue 
stress and re-traumatization. 
He emphasized this example 
as one of the reasons why 
this change would not be 
helpful for tackling sexual 
misconduct issues in 
educational institutions. He 
noted that the ruling sends 
out two messages, one of 
them being that the current 
administration does not 
want schools to act on sexual 
misconduct. Furthermore, 
Neumann said that he felt 
these proposed changes 
would reduce the amount 
of bystander intervention 
and, as a counter to the “it’s 
on us” message from the last 
administration, encourage 
an “it’s not our responsibility” 
mentality. 
Another panelist, CASM 
member Uche Okeke ‘21, 
further elaborated on how 
emphasizing a law-style 
procedure is not helpful when 
approaching cases of sexual 
misconduct. She brought 
up her own experience with 
sexual misconduct at her 
workplace in a nursing home, 
and how she went to her 
manager to make a formal 
complaint instead of going 
to the police. Once notified, 
the staff at her workplace 
made efforts to remove any 
further instances of sexual 
misconduct by separating the 
perpetrator from the other 
staff and patients “for the 
safety of everyone.” Then, 
the panelists echoed the 
sentiment that school action 
against an alleged perpetrator 
is separate from any police 
investigation.
Associate Dean of Students 
Erin Hoffman ended the 
meeting with telling audience 
members that Lake Forest 
College went “above and 
beyond” what is required 
from schools under these 
proposed regulations. Title 
IX Coordinator Joan Slavin 
also noted that Illinois 
law provides many of the 
protections that the Obama 
Administration guidelines 
provided and that the College 
follows the state law.
There was an opportunity 
for students to comment 
on the panel publicly until 
January 30. This feedback, 
directed to the Department 
of Education, included 
comments, case studies, data, 
and other information for 
the Department to ponder 
before implementing final 
regulations.
Pouriya Soltani can be 
reached at soltanip@lfc.edu. 
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By Ellen Kazembe ‘20 
Features Editor
Family Weekend is one 
of the most fun Forester 
weekends on campus. This 
year, Family Weekend will 
be hosted February 8–9. 
It will be full of fun and 
exciting activities, ranging 
from enthralling art exhibits 
to social events. During the 
entire weekend, The Follett’s 
College Bookstore will be 
offering 20 percent discounts 
on gifts and apparel items to 
entice, so make sure to stop in 
and pick up Forester gear for 
you and your family members.
Students and parents will 
register for the weekend on 
February 8 in the Skybox at 
the Mohr Student Center. 
From 2 to 5 p.m. there will 
be an art exhibit held at the 
Durand Art Institute on 
North Campus. Students 
and parents will be able 
to go to the Sonnenschein 
Gallery, which is well-known 
for having exquisite art 
designed by various artists 
including, but not limited 
to, art by Diane Simpson, 
Andrew Young, and Laura 
Letinsky. The art exhibit also 
will feature a unique display 
of electric art in addition to 
the College’s Permanent Art 
Collection. 
Students and parents can 
also view the Virtual Reality 
Open House, which is 
located in the Donnelly and 
Lee Library in Room 212. 
Parents should contact Senior 
Director of Alumni Relations 
Suzanne Nyren at nyren@
lakeforest.edu to register 
to have the opportunity to 
experience three different 
courses at the College: 
Introduction to Film Studies, 
Abstract and Discrete 
Mathematics, and Music and 
the Mind. At the end of the 
day, there are several places to 
choose from to wine and dine 
at local restaurants in Lake 
Forest. For the last event of 
the evening, families can go to 
watch acclaimed Poetry Slam 
champion Ed Mabrey in the 
Mohr Student Center. 
At 9 a.m. on February 
9, family members of first-
year students will have 
the opportunity to ask the 
Deans on campus various 
questions about student 
life during Coffee with the 
Deans in the Skybox. At 10 
a.m., the coffee event will 
open to sophomores, juniors, 
seniors and their families. 
At 10:45 a.m., the Career 
Advancement Center staff, 
including Interim Director 
Colleen Monks, will host an 
event about career progress. 
From 11 a.m. to noon, there 
will be a free “Family Ice 
Skate” event in the ice rink 
on South Campus. At noon, 
students and their families 
can either take part in the ice 
sculpture carving of Boomer 
the Bear or they can go to the 
Parents Receptions social 
event, which will be hosted by 
the Parents Council. 
From 1 to 7 p.m., students 
and families will have the 
choice of a variety of sporting 
events. The women’s 
basketball team will face 
Illinois College at the Sports 
and Recreation Center at 1 
p.m., and men’s basketball will 
play against Illinois College 
immediately after, at 3 p.m. 
Come support your Forester 
basketball players on their 
Senior Day! Also, at 7 p.m., 
the men’s hockey team will 
play against Aurora at the ice 
rink on South Campus. All of 
these matches will be free and 
open for students and their 
families. 
Ellen Kazembe can be 
reached at kazembere@lfc.
edu
Lake Forest College’s Fun Family Weekend 
By Sangjun Hornewer ‘20
Editor-in-Chief
Everyone who chooses to 
enroll at Lake Forest College 
is probably told at some point 
that the College’s proximity 
to Chicago is a valuable 
resource. The Loop program 
is the College’s most popular 
off-campus program, and the 
group of up to 28 students 
who 
participate 
get to 
have the 
experience 
of suburban 
life on 
campus and 
urban life 
when living 
in The 
Flats, the 
College’s 
shared 
residential 
building 
located in 
the South 
Loop.
“I chose to 
participate 
in the Loop 
program 
because I 
wanted to get out of Lake 
Forest and experience 
something completely new 
outside of the small Lake 
Forest College campus and 
town,” Alexander Sheppard 
’20 said. “LFC is cool and all, 
and I have a lot of friends up 
there, but I wanted to step 
out of my comfort zone, meet 
new people, and do things on 
my own in a city like Chicago 
that has so much to offer.”
In The Loop students all 
have their own internships to 
gain real-life experience and to 
build their résumés. “I wasn’t 
able to start my internship 
at the EPA right away due 
to the federal shutdown, but 
that gave me an opportunity 
to explore the area as I did 
my independent work,” Dean 
Jepsen ’19 said. The Loop has 
been a great experience so far, 
and there’s a lot of cool coffee 
shops and libraries near the 
Flats (the downtown dorm).”
Budgeting and learning to 
live in an urban environment 
that is completely different 
from Lake Forest College’s 
campus are other skills that 
students develop while in 
the Loop. “Living in an 
apartment for the first time 
has taught me both the joys 
and the pains of getting away 
from Caf food,” Sheppard 
said. “It’s great because I am 
able to make whatever I want 
when I want, and it is 95% 
better than what they have at 
the Caf. But, on the contrary, 
I have to buy all the food and 
make it, so it’s a trade-off.” 
For these reasons, many 
seniors choose to spend their 
last semester in the Loop 
program to prepare them for 
life after college. “Living in 
the Loop is a great transition 
from college life to the real 
world,” Michelle Kielar ‘19 
said. “It’s exactly what I need 
during my last semester, plus 
I’m living with my best friends 
so it’s been really fun.” 
As a neuroscience and 
philosophy double major 
with a business minor, 
Kielar is gaining valuable 
experience at the American 
Medical Association as a 
Medical Ethics Intern, which 
combines all three of her 
chosen areas of study. “This 
is exactly the kind of thing I 
wanted to do in the Loop, 
and I’m thrilled to be able 
to combine my passions for 
science and philosophy in my 
position.” 
Contrary to popular belief 
held among students on 
campus, science majors 
can definitely consider the 
program and are more 
than capable of finding an 
internship in their field while 
getting credit; Kielar is proof.
The Loop is an eye-opening 
experience for all students 
involved. Having a U-Pass 
that allows you to use the 
CTA whenever you want 
encourages students to 
explore the city and go to 
events such as last weekend’s 
showing of The Beach 
Chicago, an immersive art 
installation at nearby Navy 
Pier. Although the Loop is 
not as far away as Europe 
or Australia, the “study 
abroad” experience still 
provides students with new 
opportunities and valuable 
insight on what next steps 
they might want to pursue 
when 
considering 
a career 
path.
“You get 
to see the 
city from a 
new point of 
view in the 
Loop,” Elsa 
Bellaud 
‘20 said. 
Bellaud 
is from 
France and 
is ecstatic 
at the 
opportunity 
to maximize 
her time in 
Chicago. 
“All these 
new 
experiences 
enhance our autonomy 
and help us become more 
independent. While taking 
classes with others in the 
program, our internships help 
us take a crucial next-step to 
prepare us for the real world.”
Sangjun Hornewer can be 
reached at hornewersm@lfc.
edu
Foresters In the Loop: Livin’ the City Life
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Unpopular Opinion: Valentine’s Day Sucks
By Courtney Prais ‘19
Opinions Editor
With Valentine’s Day just 
around the corner, it’s time to 
decide if you want to indulge 
in a commercial holiday or 
invest in spreading love and 
displaying appreciation for 
those closest to you, 
literally, every other day 
of the year.
I used to be on-board 
with all the Valentine’s 
Day hubbub—you bet 
I bought valentines 
for kids in my classes, 
saving the cute ones 
for people I liked most 
while stacking a separate 
pile of “lame” ones for 
my enemies/frenemies. 
Only my ride-or-dies 
got any suckers or 
candy (besides, have 
you seen the price on 
those packs?). I’d go 
to school decked out 
in red or pink, waiting 
hopelessly for some poor 
schmuck I had chosen to 
chase around the playground 
to reveal his fourth-grade love 
for me in some folded square 
of paper. Alas, nobody ever 
realized their love for me on 
Valentine’s Day, and over time 
the romance of the holiday 
seemed to wane. Much 
like when Christmastime 
approaches, I began to feel 
the pressure to buy, buy, buy: 
I had to get a card for my 
mom, cards for my friends, 
chocolates and knick-knacks. 
It was ritual—if I showed up 
empty-handed, I would leave 
unscathed, but I would bear 
the mark of having put in 
much less effort than everyone 
else around me.
I’d come across as insincere, 
as uncaring.
The irony, though, 
is that buying into this 
commercialized holiday 
and mentality is, at its very 
core, insincere. Without TV 
stations or Facebook ads 
or elaborate sections at the 
superstore planting a seed 
in your mind to show your 
loved ones you care about 
them through exchanging 
material goods, you would 
not, otherwise, spend time 
picking out gifts for them. 
The qualm so many have 
with “Hallmark” holidays like 
Valentine’s Day is that society 
has been conditioned to feel 
they must spend copious 
amounts of money on one 
specific day of the year in 
order to secure feelings like 
love and appreciation.
People display 
dissatisfaction or 
disappointment in their 
relationships if significant 
others fail to express even 
the slightest gesture on 
Valentine’s Day: jewelry, 
roses, chocolates, lavish 
dinners, and $6 cards (I mean, 
c’mon) are all viable options if 
you’re looking to please your 
lover while simultaneously 
depleting your wallet, not to 
mention your relationship’s 
authenticity. In other words, 
people in relationships should 
not have to seek validation by 
buying gifts for one another 
and should certainly not 
have to seek recognition by 
demanding gifts.
 Instead, I propose 
taking a stand against 
Valentine’s Day or any other 
commercialized holiday. Tell 
people closest to you that 
you are not recognizing the 
commercialization behind the 
date and, instead, are focusing 
your energy on small acts 
of kindness each day. 
Surprise your mom or 
dad with a handmade 
“thank you” card one 
day, just because. If you 
must indulge in material 
goods, pick up your 
partner’s favorite candy 
bar at the checkout line 
just to show you were 
thinking of them. Show 
your love and affection 
through communication 
on a regular basis, and 
stop placing pressure on 
yourself and others to go 
above and beyond all for 
the sake of one day.
Care should result 
selflessly, organically—so, 
please, put down the $6 
cards, and quiet the showy 
posts. Let’s invest more in 
authenticity and celebrating 
each other continuously.
Courtney Prais can be 
reached at praisc@lfc.edu
By Nathaniel Bodnar ‘21
Staff Writer
The Government 
Shutdown was the latest 
move in a seemingly bizarre 
game of chess played by 
President Donald Trump. 
Why did he suddenly demand 
“the wall” in a way he hadn’t 
previously? Why did he do 
this right as the Republicans 
were about to lose the House? 
It comes down to two things: 
he needs a new enemy, and 
the Republicans never really 
wanted the wall in the first 
place. 
Trump had two years of 
complete Republican control 
to get “the wall” passed. 
Instead, he waited until the 
days of Republican control 
were numbered to take a 
stand to implement the wall. 
Why didn’t he do this at the 
beginning of his presidency? 
After all, it was one of the 
major points in his campaign. 
He didn’t force the wall 
earlier because the notion 
was not supported by most 
Republicans. Historically, 
Republican ideas like tax cuts 
came to a vote and passed 
because they had a much 
broader Republican support 
than Trump’s wall.    
Trump recently decided to 
prioritize the wall because 
he needed a new enemy. 
He needed a new person or 
group of people to attack for 
the 2020 election to revitalize 
his base. He got a few: 
Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi, Democrats, and, to 
some degree, the courts. 
Obviously, Trump has been 
attacking Democrats his 
entire presidency, but they 
were not as much of a viable 
enemy when they had no 
control. If something wasn’t 
passing through Congress 
like he wanted, it was at least 
partially the fault of his own 
party. Now, he can blame the 
opposing party for failures in 
Congress.  
Trump has been toying 
around with the idea of using 
“emergency powers” to build 
the wall—an idea that has 
been criticized by Republicans 
and conservatives alike. Rep. 
Justin Amash (R-MI) said 
“an ‘emergency’ does not 
elicit endless debate without 
consensus” in one of many 
tweets criticizing the idea. 
The Wall Street Journal’s 
Editorial Board brought 
up concerns, one of which 
being that if Trump were 
to use emergency powers, it 
would create a precedent for a 
future Democratic president 
to “circumvent Congress 
whenever it is politically 
expedient.” The conservative 
National Review editors 
said it was an “unwelcome 
step in America’s long march 
toward unilateral government 
by the executive.” If Trump 
does go through with 
trying to use his emergency 
powers, he will certainly be 
challenged in court. When 
that happens, they will either 
allow President Trump’s 
“emergency” and allow every 
future president to work 
around Congress when it 
suits their needs, or it will be 
declared unconstitutional by 
the courts.
I think that Trump expects 
the latter to happen. The 
courts are an easy target for 
Trump to rail against: they 
are unelected (appointed) and 
serve for life. Even progressive 
media outlets like Vox have 
had articles advocating for 
term limits on judges. But, 
as it stands, Trump can 
rally his base around this 
“undemocratic” process that 
lets unelected judges block 
his agenda. Remember that 
before it benefitted him in 
the 2016 election, Trump was 
against the electoral college; 
in other words, it isn’t new for 
him to claim how unfair the 
system is.   
Trump tried to use the 
shutdown to get the wall 
because he thought it would 
back the Democrats into a 
corner, so when he offered 
DACA, Democrats would 
be unable to refuse his 
offer. Instead, the tables 
were turned: he emerged 
at the weakest point in his 
presidency, which does not 
bode well for him. This was 
just his first major moment 
with divided government. 
He didn’t start this off in 
a great spot either. Days 
before the shutdown, the 
most respected man in his 
administration, General “Mad 
Dog” Mattis, resigned over 
policy differences. Then, to 
end the shutdown, he caved 
to Speaker Pelosi and backed 
down from demanding the 
wall. However, Trump 
still wants to continue 
negotiations but did not make 
that part of the deal to reopen 
the government. This caused 
Ann Coulter, a conservative 
commentator who wrote the 
book In Trump We Trust, to 
rally against Trump, calling 
him the “biggest wimp ever 
to serve as President.” Even 
his biggest supporters are 
starting to turn on him for 
his failure to produce the 
wall, leaving him with only 
two options: finding a new 
enemy, or pulling the trigger 
on a nuclear option that could 
forever undermine American 
democracy.    
Nathaniel Bodnar can be 
reached at bodnarn@lfc.edu
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By Lauren Gantt ‘21 
Staff Writer
The past few years have 
seen an influx in amazing 
books being turned into 
movies. With cinematography 
consistently producing more 
high-quality material and the 
publishing industry putting 
out fascinating books year 
after year, it’s no surprise that 
there were some amazing 
book-to-movie adaptations 
that came out in 2018. 
Without further ado, here are 
five of the top examples from 
the past year:
1. To All The Boys I’ve 
Loved Before by Jenny Han 
was adapted into a movie by 
the same name that Netflix 
released in August. The 
movie stayed true to almost 
the entire book—with some 
scenes being almost line-for-
line—and I think we can all 
agree that the acting was on 
point. If you haven’t heard 
of this flick, starring Lana 
Condor and Noah Centineo, 
you can always hop on a 
friend’s Netflix account to get 
your rom-com fix. 
2. The Hate U Give by 
Angie 
Thomas 
was 
released in 
October 
by 
Twentieth 
Century 
Fox and 
took the 
world by 
storm. A 
startling 
non-
fiction 
novel 
about the 
Black 
Lives 
Matter movement and 
standing up for what you 
believe in, this book shot into 
the well-deserved spotlight 
when it was released. It’s no 
surprise that the movie was 
optioned soon after and was 
just as good as the book. 
3. Simon vs the Homo 
Sapiens Agenda by Becky 
Albertalli was released as 
Love, 
Simon by 
Twentieth 
Century 
Fox back 
in March. 
Nick 
Robinson 
captured 
viewers’ 
hearts 
in his 
amazing 
portrayal 
of Simon, 
a closeted 
gay 
teenager 
who 
is being blackmailed by a 
classmate. With the perfect 
soundtrack and amazing 
acting to accompany this 
story, it quickly became a 
worldwide sensation. 
4. The Darkest Minds 
by Alexandra Bracken 
was released by Twentieth 
Century Fox back in August, 
as well. This blockbuster 
action flick tells the story of 
a dystopian world in which a 
group of kids with mysterious 
powers are on the run from 
the government. With a 
diverse cast and awesome 
action scenes, this movie 
definitely made an impact and 
stands out. 
5. Between Shades of 
Gray by Ruta Sepetys was 
adapted into Ashes in the 
Snow and released by Vertical 
Entertainment in January 
2018. This movie tells the 
story of a 16-year-old artist 
and her family’s journey in 
Siberia during World War 
II. Shockingly powerful, this 
movie is definitely not one to 
miss.
Lauren Gantt can be 
reached at ganttl@lfc.edu
By Leah Moss ‘20
A&E Editor
It’s February, which means 
the Valentine’s Day is fast 
approaching. The holiday 
brings to mind thoughts of 
delicious candies, romantic 
music, and perhaps quality 
time spent with a 
special someone. 
Whether you’re 
spending the 
14th alone or 
with someone, 
here are 10 tracks 
you might want 
to add to your 
Valentine’s Day 
playlist.
1. goodnight 
n go – Ariana 
Grande. Ariana 
Grande’s cover/
remix of Imogen 
Heap’s original 
version of this 
song is so cute! 
The lyrics and 
overall feeling of 
this song will definitely leave 
you smiling.
2. Constellations – 
Tom Odell. From his 
second album, this sweet 
song features simple 
instrumentation of strings 
and piano that really let Tom 
Odell’s lyrics and vocals shine.
3. NFWMB – Hozier. This 
song was described by Hozier 
as “a love song for the end of 
the world.” It’s a slow song, 
with hauntingly beautiful 
vocals that will give anyone 
chills.
4. Versace on the Floor – 
Bruno Mars. If you’ve ever 
heard this song, you’ll know 
why it’s on this list. Bruno 
Mar’s voice practically drips 
seduction in this song as he 
describes an intimate night 
with a lover.
5. Dare I Say – Alexander 
Rybak. Though this song 
is basically about a hopeless 
love, it still earns its place on 
this playlist. With lyrics like 
“Dare I say, you’re amazing in 
every way,” it conveys so much 
romance.
6. Lemonade – Jeremy 
Passion. From the first 
pleasant ukulele chords, this 
song promises to be just as 
sweet as a glass of lemonade. 
In this song, Jeremy Passion 
describes how his lover makes 
his feel in a series of cute 
metaphors.
7. Can I – Alina Baraz 
and Galimatias. In this 
song, Alina Baraz’s voice 
gets in your head in a good 
way, while Galimantias’s 
instrumental track works to 
set the mood for the song. 
Mix in the lyrics, and we’re left 
with a song that is incredibly 
seductive and alluring.
8. Entanglement – Imogen 
Heap. A strange collection 
of electronic synthesizers 
form a breezy layer of sound 
for Imogen Heap’s gorgeous 
voice to glide over. The lyrics 
she sings definitely set the 
tone for Valentine’s Day.
9. Teen Heat – Kimbra. 
This song is all 
over the place 
in the best way 
possible. It 
changes tempo, 
vocal effects, 
and more to 
expertly convey 
the experience 
of young love. 
Coupled with 
Kimbra’s amazing 
vocals, this song is 
worth at least one 
listen, if not many 
more.
10. Death of 
a Bachelor – 
Panic! At The 
Disco. Finishing 
off this list is the 
title track from Panic! At The 
Disco’s fifth album. Brendon 
Urie channels his inner Frank 
Sinatra in this smooth, jazzy 
piece. It’s impossible to not 
swoon while listening to it.
Leah Moss can be reached 
at mossld@lfc.edu
A Playlist for Unconditonal Love
Five Best Book-to-Movie Adaptations 
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By Natalie Briggs ‘21 
Chive Editor
The harsh Midwest 
winter is obviously here, 
and Lake Forest College 
has not been immune to its 
effects. With several days in 
below-zero temperatures, 
students were barely making 
it to classes. Once the snow 
came, student travel became 
nearly impossible as snow 
plows piled up drifts in the 
corners of parking lots. The 
administration, in a rare move, 
initiated an on-campus shuttle 
system in the hopes that 
students would go to class 
and not use any valid excuse 
they could to skip. Some 
students, however, claim they 
had no choice. Many students 
work on campus and, aside 
from the poorly-stocked, 
legally-required vending 
machines, the only food 
source resides in the Mohr 
Student Center.
“When I finally got to the 
Caf,” one student said, “I 
thought I might be able 
to warm my hands under 
the heat lamps, you know, 
like above the French fries 
or something. But then I 
remembered that everything 
is usually served lukewarm, at 
best, so I was outta luck.”
Another 
student said, 
“Yeah, it’s 
not really 
worth 
leaving 
your dorm 
unless you 
absolutely 
have to. 
Having a 
Pop-Tart 
is so much 
easier than 
walking to 
the Caf... 
it’s just not 
worth it. 
Not even for 
the omelet. 
Sorry, 
Reuben.”
This 
reporter, 
however, 
is happy to 
announce 
that students 
have found a 
solution: snow tunnels.
“I used to do it all the time 
when I was a kid,” their 
creator said. “If you get just 
the right mixture of snow and 
ice, you can make a pretty 
structurally-sound tunnel. 
And, once you’re inside and 
the wind isn’t whipping you 
in the face like a scorned 
dominatrix, suddenly you 
start to regain feeling in your 
toes.” 
The creator, 
who wishes 
to remain 
anonymous, 
described the 
construction 
of these snow 
tunnels: “Well, 
it started 
when one of 
my friends 
dared me to 
cannonball 
into a snow 
pile shirtless. 
I was 
shlammered, 
so I went for 
it. Then I was 
like, “Hey, it’s 
not so bad 
in here. I’m 
warmer in 
here than I 
am out there.” 
So, I went 
back out the 
next morning 
and started building ‘em. I 
discovered that I could go 
from Durand, through the 
ravine, around Lillard and 
Carnegie, to the Caf, and 
all the way down to South 
without ever being exposed 
to the wind. Well, you gotta 
get out to use the crosswalk, 
but still, that’s like 20 seconds. 
Ten, if you get a nice driver to 
let you cross.” 
When asked if anyone is 
permitted to use the tunnels, 
the creator said, “Of course. 
As long as you respect them, 
and don’t tell Pub Safety, I’ve 
got no problem with people 
using them. ‘Cause, at the 
end of the day, this isn’t about 
me. I don’t want the fame, the 
glory, or the credit for creating 
this campus’ first efficient 
form of transportation. This is 
about survival.”
The creator supplied this 
reporter with a crudely-drawn 
map of the tunnel system, 
so anyone could make use 
of them. He also asks that 
this reporter remind our 
readers that an absence due 
to weather is an excused 
absence. 
Natalie Briggs can be 
reached at briggsn@lfc.edu
Students Bury Deep Tunnels into Snow Drifts
By Jon Call ‘20 
Managing Editor
While I only intended on 
taking a short nap at 7:30 
p.m. last Monday night, I 
had fallen into a deep sleep, 
dreaming of a week without 
bone-crushing cold, when I 
was awakened by an echoing 
of jeering and cheering from 
the main room of my suite. 
I pulled myself out of bed 
as my bedroom door slowly 
opened with a creak. There 
stood two scrawny freshmen 
wearing matching ATO 
shirts, staring at me. I froze 
under their cold stare.
“Come watch The 
Bachelor with us, Jon,” they 
said in unison. “Come watch 
it with us.” They hissed. 
“Forever, and ever, and ever.”
I covered my eyes, 
repeating in my head that it 
was not real, that the boys 
in Alpha Tau Omega would 
never sit around and actively 
desire to watch an entire 
episode of The Bachelor, let 
alone a whole season. I knew 
it couldn’t possibly be true. 
When I opened my eyes, the 
ATO freshmen were gone.
But that wasn’t the end of 
the night. I had locked my 
room at this point and sat 
on my bed as voices echoed 
through the vents from the 
main room of the suite. Many 
voices. Who knows how many 
people were in there. But 
what were they talking about? 
Hannah G.? Caelynn? Why 
does everyone groan when 
someone says “Demi”? But the 
voices talking…they weren’t 
all female. And some I could 
recognize. Willy? Berrycastle? 
Marcoos Pilsner? That can’t 
be right. It can’t be them. It 
can’t be my ATO brothers.  
It wasn’t long until they 
were silent. I could hear a 
static of voice radiating from 
the TV. It was a man’s voice.
“My own father didn’t want 
to watch The Bachelor,” the 
voice said. “But I…corrected 
him.” My heart thumped. 
“And if you have a friend…
or fraternity brother…who 
doesn’t watch The Bachelor, 
well…I can correct HIM, 
too.”
Suddenly there was a 
loud thump on my door. I 
screamed as a second thump 
caved through the door itself. 
I saw a giant red rose, most 
likely fake and made of iron, 
dig a big hole into the door. 
Then, a handsome, scruffy 
face peeked through the hole, 
mad with virgin rage.
“Hereeeeee’s Colton!” it 
screamed. I instantly threw 
my Mac through the window 
(since you can’t open it past 
two inches) and leapt through 
the opening, right as the 
door opened. ATO brothers 
poured into the room, almost 
in slow motion, like blood out 
of an elevator. I ran away from 
Deerpath and spent the night 
in the library, shivering in fear.
But when I went back the 
next day, nothing seemed 
out of place. No dent in the 
door, nobody in my living 
room: nothing seemed to have 
happened. Perhaps it was all 
a hallucination manifested 
from fear that my own ATO 
brothers would actually watch 
The Bachelor. But a few days 
later, I saw an Instagram 
photo: a room full of fellow 
ATO brothers around a TV, 
captioned “Hannah G. is my 
G.” The date? February 4, 
2019.
Jon Call can be reached at 
callj@lfc.edu
ATO Presents: Stephen King’s The Bachelor
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By Sangjun Hornewer ‘20
Editor-in-Chief
High energy at “The Sleds 
Are Coming” made everyone 
forget about the brutal cold 
outside. 
The annual event held at the 
College’s ice rink showcased 
the sled hockey athletes from 
the Great Lakes Adaptive 
Sports Association (GLASA). 
The Junior Falcons Mite 
Players, sponsored by the 
Falcons Hockey Association 
(FHA), also made an 
appearance. Not only did 
this event raise funds for the 
Falcons sled hockey team 
and other GLASA athletes, 
but it brought the campus 
community together in a 
supportive and fun way. 
“This event offers a 
great opportunity to bring 
awareness of adaptive 
sports programs, specifically 
sled hockey, to those in 
our community,” GLASA 
Program Director Jourdan 
Thunberg said. “We’re 
so incredibly thankful for 
the partnership with Lake 
Forest College and Forester 
Athletics. Each year, this 
event continues to grow and 
bring exciting new additions.”
The 2018 Gold medal 
Paralympian Brody Roybal 
was also in attendance at the 
event, and he dropped the 
puck for the 
first game. 
“It’s crazy 
how many 
people 
came out 
to support. 
It was so 
loud, and 
the energy 
was great,” 
Roybal said. 
“I think that 
the more 
events there 
are like this 
one provide 
more 
exposure and 
opportunities for individuals 
with physical and/or visual 
disabilities to play sports.”
Students split up into two 
teams designated to cheer for 
the participants of the Sled 
Hockey event, and the loud 
cheers really pumped up the 
athletes. It’s an event that 
the campus community gets 
excited for, and it fosters a 
supportive environment that 
people want to contribute to.
“I look forward to this event 
every year,” Ashley Wanland—
the College’s athletics 
marketing and special events 
director—said. “It’s an event 
that brings the Lake Forest 
College and the greater 
community together to 
support a team of incredibly 
talented athletes and an 
organization that does so 
much to expand the number 
of sporting opportunities 
offered to athletes with 
disabilities.”   
Director 
of Athletics 
Jackie Slaats 
also spoke to 
the impact 
the event 
has on the 
College. 
“We 
value our 
relationship 
with 
GLASA 
and, over the 
years, our 
partnership 
has only 
grown 
stronger,” 
Slatts said. “The atmosphere 
in the ice rink created by our 
student-athletes, faculty, staff, 
and community members is 
absolutely terrific. The spirit, 
energy, and excitement is 
unparalleled and the smiles on 
the faces of the participants 
priceless.”  
Student-athletes made up 
a large portion of students 
who were in attendance. “It 
is an awesome event that we 
get to do as a team,” women’s 
hockey captain Amy Budde ‘19 
said. “Being able to see these 
amazing athletes perform 
and cheer them on is so cool. 
Watching them have so much 
passion really inspires us, too.”
The event “directly supports 
the GLASA Falcons Sled 
Hockey teams by providing 
equipment, ice time, 
tournament fees, and athlete 
scholarships so that we truly 
‘let no one sit on the sidelines,’” 
Thunberg said. The Sleds 
are Coming also featured a 
Chuck-A-Puck Competition 
and raffle prizes that collected 
money for GLASA. “We look 
forward to what the future of 
this event will bring,” she said.
Sangjun Hornewer can be 
reached at hornewersm@lfc.
edu. 
Sled Hockey Brings the Community Together
The 2019 Academy Awards Crossword
ACROSS
1.   Queen concert
4.  Plays a character from Wyoming
7.   Distributor with most nominations
8.   Not Queen of Britain
11.  ‘Free Solo’ climber
15.  ‘Roma’ director’s past film
18.  Ron Stallworth
19.  New category that’s been delayed
22.  1976’s version of “Shallow”
23.  Particular kind of thief
24. Her 7th nomination, 0 wins
25.  Those who have died
26.  Queen Anne
27.  Alejandro? No, it’s Ally
28.  Cowboy who gets wings
DOWN
2.   Not Emma Watson
3.   Where it happens
5.   Mahershala Ali’s favorite category
6.   Son of Arathorn
9.   Has quite the mustache
10. Highest-grossing nominee
12.  Michael B. Jordan’s villain
13.  Greek director
14.  Author of book Barry Jenkin’s adapts
16.  Pepto-Bismol & whiskey
17.  Superhero ‘Porky Pig’
20.  Bill Murray as Boss
 
* Answers on Page 4
